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lasked, "Why have | received only this.
Avoice replied, “only ‘this’ will lead you to that.”
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On Coming of Age

| stood on the front porch, palms extended
to catch the drops. | ran down the steps,
splashed onto the street, caught more drops
in my mouth, my thin, floral sundress
clinging to my body, heavy braids weighing
down on my shoulders in the hot August
dampness—before | was old enough to shave
my legs, wear a bra, apply heavy black eye-
liner, before | knew how morning sex

could smell like a raging storm.





